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SERMON BY

Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

Forgive me, Lord, where I have erred by loveless act and thoughtless word.  
Make me to see the wrong I do will grieve my wounded Lord anew. 
With Thine own love may I be filled and by Thy Holy Spirit willed,
That all I touch, where’er I be, may be divinely touched by Thee.  Amen

TEXT

John 17:11b-19
[Jesus said:]  “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, 
that they may be one, even as we are one.  While I was with them, I kept the in  
your name, which you have given me.  I have guarded them, and not one of 
them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled.  But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, 
that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  I have given them your word, 
and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world.  I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that 
you keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  And for their sake I 
consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The sermon for today will be somewhat different from how it is normally.  Ant that is because of 
the way the gospel lesson is found this week.  It is part of the High Priestly prayer of Jesus for His 
disciples then and for His disciples now.  I am going to assume that you know that you are a sinner 
and have been saved by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  At the 
very beginning of this worship service we confessed our sins and were assured of our forgiveness 
in Jesus Christ.  Because of Jesus’ great love for us He prayed to His Father on our behalf.  In these 
8 verses, He makes four requests for us.

1. Keep His disciples in the Father’s Name
2. Let His disciples have joy fulfilled
3. Keep His disciples from the evil one
4. Sanctify His disciples in the truth

He does this because God sees man differently than man sees man.  Psalm 8:4 asks this question:
“What is man that you are mindful of him?”

Here is how man sees man:
Plato............................man is a bi-ped without feathers
Mark Twain................man is the only animal that blushes or needs to
Huxley........................man is an intelligence in service to his organs
a chemist...................man is a human being which is a product of carbon atoms
a biologist..................man is a cell conglomerate

What can prayers 
do?
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God sees us through Christ’s crucifixion, death and resurrection.  Therefore, He sees each one of 
us as a child of God, redeemed by the sacrifice of the very Son of God and of eternal value to 
Him.

At the very beginning of our gospel lesson for today, we hear Jesus ask this for His disciples (11b):
“Jesus said: ‘Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me that they ma 
be one, even as we are one.’”

And so we have the first request on our behalf.  You will note that He did not ask that they be 
given great riches or fame.  He did pray that they be kept from sin, given what they needed to 
accomplish their calling and brought safely to heaven when their duties were done.

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, He began this way in Matthew 6:9:
“Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name.”

Luther’s Small Catechism then asks the question... What does this mean?  The answer is... God’s 
name is indeed holy in itself; but we pray in this petition that it may be holy among us also.  The 
disciples of Jesus’ day came to understand the full extent of that but only after the resurrection of 
Easter.  They wanted to only do God’s will.

We learned in confirmation class that God’s name is kept hallowed:
1. When the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity
2. When we, as the children of God, also lead a holy life according to the Word of God

Because of the Holy Spirit we want to live the words found in Matthew 5:16.
“Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your 
father which is in heaven.”

Jesus’ second request is found in v.13 where we hear:
“But now I am coming to you and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my 
joy fulfilled in themselves.”

Jesus knew that in a very short time the joy of the disciples would be taken away from them as 
they watched Him die on the cross of Calvary.  They had no joy on Good Friday and Saturday and 
even a little bit of Easter Sunday.

The sadness of Good Friday only lasted for a short time.  When the news of the resurrection was 
delivered to the disciples that first Easter morning, we hear what they did in Mar 16:11 where we 
read:

“But when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they would 
not believe it.”

It was not until later that evening that they saw what they needed to see to have the total joy that 
Jesus wanted for them.  It was a joy and a peace that would remain with them through out their 
ministries.  Even St. Paul came to know that total and complete joy.  He then penned the great 
words found in Philippians 4:4.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.”

Early Christians showed great joy even in the face of unbelievable hardships.

We are so blessed that we did not have to go through the horrible events that led up to the 
resurrection.  All we are left with is the pure joy of knowing what Jesus did for each and every one 
of us.  We know the answers to the two questions found in Romans 8:35.

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation or distress or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?”

And the answer gives us total joy now and forever.  For Romans 8:37-39 is our answer.
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers nor height nor depth nor anything else in all creation will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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What this means for us is that no matter what the world may throw at us, we will still have joy in 
life and eternity.

The third request made for His disciples is found in the 15th verse where we read:
“I do not ask that you take them out of the world but that you keep them from the evil 
one.”

Is there any question who the “evil one” is?  If there is any question, it is answered by 1 Peter 5:8 
which says:

“Be sober, be watchful, your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
some one to devour.”

There is no question about it... it is Satan himself.

If His request was to take the disciples out of this world and take them to heaven, that would be 
fine for them.  But it would have left the world in a real fix, with no one to share all that Jesus had 
taught about God and His love for the world.  St. Paul wrote what all the disciples thought in 
Philippians 1:22-24.

“I am hard pressed between the two.  My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that 
is far better.  But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.”

Some of the disciples lived very short lives like James the Elder and many of the early Christians.  
But there were those like John who lived long lives.  Only God knew when their duties on earth 
were complete and that is when He called them home.

Some Christians would love to be called home to heaven today.  But as we know, God has plans 
for us and for all mankind.  Sometimes those plans are more a blessing for others than for us.  We 
already have our blessing.  How can we not want to share that same blessing with others?  We are 
safe from the “evil one” but many others are not.  Only God knows when our duties on earth are 
complete and that is when He will call us home.

His last request is found in verse 17 where we read:
“Sanctify them in the truth;  your word is truth.”

If you wonder what that means, maybe Webster’s Dictionary can help  It says “sanctify” means... to 
make holy... to set apart as holy... to make free from sin; purify... and to make productive of spiritual 
blessing.  Jesus came that all disciples might... know the truth.

Jesus told His disciples this simple truth in John 8:31-32.
“...if you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples and you will know the truth and 
the truth will make you free.”

The world offered many truths in Jesus’ day.  But He made it so very clear... there is only one truth 
and it comes from God the Father.

You know as well as I, that the world does not want to know the truth.  Yes, in Jesus’ day there 
were many truths to consider but today there is no real truth to consider.  Oh yes, you can believe 
what you want but it is only truth to you and no one else.  That allows many people to call sinful 
behavior okay in their own sight.  jesus came that we might know the truth about God and His 
great love for us.  That great love has set us free by making us holy in Jesus Christ.

For over 120 years the pastors and people of Immanuel Lutheran Church have shared the 
wonderful message of Acts 16:31.

“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved...”

It is as simple as that.  The requests that Jesus made in the “High Priestly Prayer” has been heard 
by God the Father and granted because Jesus obeyed His Father in all that He asked of Him.  The 
disciples of Jesus’ day and the disciples of Jesus today have been blessed by that prayer.  You have 
been blessed by that prayer.  Let us hope that many, many more people will hear this blessing for 
them at Immanuel Lutheran Church for years to come.

AMEN
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